An Aussie’s 1969 Assessment of America
By John Sinclair AO

I'was selected by the Rotary District 260 in South East Queensland to be a
member of a group of seven young men representing diverse backgrounds and
interests to spend eight weeks exploring North East Kansas hosted by the
Rotarians and Rotary Clubs of that region. After four months of preparation the
Kansas part of the trip occurred over 8 weeks in February and March 1969.

It was a Group Study Exchange because in the 1968 that Rotary District has sent
a similar team to South East Queensland. That is why it was to Kansas that we
were focussed. However Kansas represented the very centre of America,
geographically and politically. Its admission to the Union triggered the Civil War
and I represents so much of the socio-economic fabric of America.

Because our hosts were so influential and well connected in their respective
communities, we were given inside access to the workings of so many
community institutions, media organizations, car plants, jails mental health
facilities, hospitals, police and legal services, financial research and the whole
range of educational institutions, libraries, including that of Presidents Truman
and Eisenhower (both from the area and so much more. The itinerary that was
followed shows comprehensiveness of the program aimed at giving us the fullest
overview of how America works. We had access to places we would have been
most unlikely to have ready access to in Australia.

The group spent a few days in Hawaii and San Francisco on the way to Kansa
that helped prepare us for our experience and [ was able to extend my trip by a
week studying community development and adult education in Washington D.C.
I'was privileged to carry letters od introduction from the Mayor of Maryborough
, the Education Minister, Sir Allen Fletcher and the Premier of Queensland, Joh
Bjelke-Petersen. (We hadn’t fallen out then). Asa 29 year-old the whole trip
was an eye opener and proved a provided a basis to improve my leadership
capacity for the fight for Fraser Island that would take over my life two years
later.

Much has changed both in America and Australia since 1969 but I was fascinated
to recently review the report I wrote and had run off on an old duplicator
machine at the end of the trip. It makes some interesting observations. In the 45
years since this American immersion I have returned to United States more than
ten times but my overall assessment hasn’t changed much over that time.

Brisbane, January 2016
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Summary Kansas Itinerary

ARRIVE - KANSAS CITY

FRIDAY, 28TH FEBRUARY, 1969.

MARCH APRIL
Saturday 1st Orientation — Agricultural Hall of Fame.
Sunday 2nd Church to Overland Parkand Olathe.
Monday 3rd Board of Trade, Midwest Research, Linda
Hall, Library.
Tuesday 4th Gulf Research, S.M.S. High School, Sears. 1lst To Overbrook = Relaxation.
Wednesday 5th Federal Aviation Authority, Rotary, 2nd Overbrook Barn Sale Nursing Home School
District Court.
Thursday 6th Haverlock Labority, Gill Studio, Gill 3rd Crappie Fishing, Lake Pomona.
Printing
Friday 7th Naval Air Base, Hyer Boots, First Snow=  4th Lyndon Rotary Meeting, Melvern Lake.
Theatre — Motel
Saturday 8th To Leavenworth, Reception, K.U. ~ K 5th Travel Topeka , Brad Miller's Birthday
State Ball Game. Party.
Sunday 9th To Leavenworth — Lunch — Museum. 6th EASTER — Larry Scott's Alta Vista Ranch
Monday 10th Tour Fort Leavenworth & Locallndustries. 7th State Capitol, Governor, Supreme Court.
Tuesday 11th V.A, Hospital, Federal Penitentiary, 8th State Legislature, West Topeka, Rofar;&
Atchison,
Wednesday 12th Flight, Mall, Flood Control, Defense 9th Washburn University, Tecumseh & K, P, L.
Storage Cave. ’
Thursday 13th Atchison Industries, Rotary — Western 10th Theracon, Topeka Rotary, Ec. Develop-
Missouri. ment Commission.
Friday l4th Atchison Globe, Perry Lake, Valley Falls 1lth Menninger Foundation,
& Oskloosa.
Saturday I5th To Lawrence, Paul Smart's hog centre. 12th District Rotary Conference.
Sunday 16tk Tour K.U.,Museum, CRES, 13th District Rotary Conference.
Monday 17th Lawrence Industires — Rotary, School l4th Burlington Rotary, Flint Hills, Wildlife
Board Meeting. Refuge.
Tuesday 18th Haskell Institute, Baldwin, Ottawa Rotary 15th Flight, Emporia Industires, Rotary.
Wednesday 19th Flight, Ottawa Industires. 16th Emporia Commission Meeting, Police
Chief.
Thursday 20th Garnett Industries Hosnpital. 17th Council Grove — Cottonwood Falls.
F riday 21st Mental Hospital, Oswatamie, Paola — 18th Yates Center — Community Development
Fin & Feather, Seminar.
Saturday 22nd To Junction City Reception. 19th Council Grove High School Prom.
Sunday 23rd Abilene == Eisenhower Centre. 20th Kansas City — Ice Frolics.
Monday 24th Tour Fort Riley. 21st Kansas City — G.M. Plant, Royals Ball
Game.
Tuesday 25th Junction City Industries, Rotary, 22nd K.C.K. City Commission, Rotary Meeting
Manhattan.
Wednesday 26th K. -State Agricultural Faculty, 23rd Metcalf South Shopping Centre - Farewells
Thursday 27th Vet-Science, Rotary, ToAlma Rotary. 24th Depart Kansas City for Washington D.C.
F riday 28th Alma Industries, Ranch, 25th Washington Community Development
Survey.
Saturday 29th Alma Library = TOPEKA Reception. 26th Washington - Capital, Whitehouse,
" Mt. Vernon. ~
Sunday 30th Tour Goge Park Zoo. 27th Bethesda Maryland.
Monday 31lst Goodyear Plant - Stauffer Publications. 28th Washington-Community DevelopmentSurvey.




Preface

This is a report of my trip to J.S.A. and in particular to Rotary District 571 in Eastern
Kansas. Under the sponsorship of The Rotary Foundation and Rotary International. This report
is a summary of impressions gained and gleaned and as a result of this tour.

This report cannot be as comprehensive as 1 would like to make it because so much of this
experience is personal and cannot be adequately related. My diary which covered my 10 weeks
in U.S.A. and which was written in cryptic form at unusual hours of the night, alone contains
100 pages tightly writtenat 300 words per page and inmany cases the diarywas only complementing
my own memory, the various brochures received, tape recordings made and letters home.

The experience of a trip like this can never be forgotten. It is a memory to becherished
and nourished by continuing contacts with the many wonderful people I have met and friends I
have found. My acquisitiveness for information, particularly printed matter, was the subject of
much comment by team members. However I cherish everything I accumulated during my trip
because itwill allow me to saveur, digest, relate and correlate so muchof what I saw in 8 crowded
weeks in Kansas, over the rest of my lifetime.

To the Rotarians of Rotary District 571, 1 cannot pay high enough thanks and praise for their
wonderfully generous trip so well organised, To the Group Study Exchange Committee particul-
arly the Chairman, Dr. O. 1. Plucker. To District Governor Peterson and to the District Gov-
ernor's Special Representatives and "Mr. Rotary' in Kansas,Mr, Wilbur Lewis am I especially
thankful. )

The trip was really so wonderful because it was under the auspices of Rotary. Rotary and
Rotarians had the Key to open any doors at all that weren't on the schedule. Thus I was able to
see everything and meet everyone I wanted to. When I left Kansas I was still stimulated by en-
quiry about many things but I felt I had a reasonably balanced viewpoint, and that most of the
major questions I had asked myself had been answered,

To the Rotarians of Southern Queensland I would like to extend my thanks especially to the
District Governor, Rod Veller, Chairman Chas Thomas and members of the Group Study Ex-
change Committee and especially to Team Leader, Brian Blaxsam. The organisation of the tour
from Queensland left nothing lacking. I am indebted to the Rotary Club of Maryborough for
for nominating and sponsoring me on this magnificent opportunity to broaden my horizons and
gain wider understanding.

The list of thanks would be incomplete without a special mention of my hosts who spared noth-
ing in entertaining us and seeing us entertained. They gave us no room to doubt that Americans
are the friendliest, most hospitable and most generous people in the world. For the lasting
friendships formed, the easy adjustment to a new environment, the stimulation and enguiry and
the good fun and entertainment and for the attendance to every expressed whim, I am indebted.

Many of the most lasting memories: - TheK.U, — K StateBallGame at the AllenField House,
the meeting with a Police Chief in Emporia, the Director of the Kansas Economic Development
Commission in Topeka, the day at Yates Center with the Team of experts in Community Devel-
opment from Manhattan, the attendance at the High School Prom at Council Grove, the look at
new educational facilities Olathe and Lawrence at 7.30 a.m. and 12.00 midnight and Easter

Sunday at Alta Vista, playing baseball and riding, and the...... (The list is too long to repro-

duce infull) are a result and organisation of our hosts and guides.

Finally I want to endeavour to pay tribute to may six mates — Brian, Rod, Denis,Guelf,
Doug and Francis. I would be difficult if I had to pick six better mates myself to go to aforeign
country for 10 weeks, to pick six better plokes' thanthese for mates. The humour, carnaraderie,
understanding, and esprit de corps made the whole trip more enjoyable and more meaningful.

John Sinclair.
Maryborough, Qld. Aust.. June 1969.
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THE ITINERLRY ORGANISED BY ROTARY

The study as organised by Rotary was an extremely
commendable ohe. Eight weeks in a region would be the ideal
period to really develop a full appreciation and to get the
depth of experience necessary to built a comprehensive picturce.

The +timing was thought by many to be too early, catching
some of the more severe winter weather with temperatures often
well below freezing for days at a time. However if the trip
had becn held in another season we would not have properly
sampled Mid Vest U.S.A. climatce conditions. As it was we
watched the season change from winter to Spring and this was
a revelation showing us at least two seasons. The cold was not
pleasant but at least it let me experience spnow for the first
time in my life and to learn how Americahs coped with their
variable environmente ‘

The exchange was to District 571 - North Eastern Xansas,
Fortunately this Rotary District includes the State Capital,
Topeka and we were able to get quite a complete picture of the
whole state without seeing all of the State. The District to
pistrict exchange is highly commendable but onewonders if many
districts could offer as muck as Digtrict 571 where we visited
everything from villages suck as Overbrook Kansas, podulation
800 to Kanses City (1,000,000 population) and we saw a full
range of communities, vocations and industries. If any Rotary
District in the U.S.A. had to be choscn to give a

representative view of America it would be harder to select

2 better district as containing a sample of everything in which
we were interested. Literally - midway U.S8.A. and the heart of
America, Kansas surprised us yet it is doubtful if any of us
would have elected to go to Kansas anywhere above priority
number 50 if we were given the choice of all the Rotary Districts
in the ¥:c1d. So many other Rotary Districts sounded more
exciting or more romantic but we were pleased to be in Kansas.

The itinerary was really crowded with so much of our time
fully scheduled, so much so, that we were often struggling to
maintain schedules. Yet if T had my time over again I would
not have done it any other wey as it permitted us to see the

maximum amount in a minimum timece
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There were & fow occasions when we had freo time and I felt my time was
not spent as gainfully as it could have been had some organised agenda
been provided, Thig is not to deny Team members the adequate time %o
relax and to be by themselves. T felt the itinerary orgahised allowed
adequate time to rolax although it was hard to get time to be just by
oheself to write up the diary and to sit and muse.

There were ways I think the itinerary could have been improved,
including where possible staying with the one host for the total time
in any one city, This would have made visits in Johnstone Country,
Topeka and Emperia even Kansag City much casier and more relaxing.

The strain of packing and noving and readjusting is often more telling
then a crowded schedule,

Yoo

1 € 2 person an

and vocational interests. It is
o} ailable to spend

W Up speciazl points of interest

i
opportunity to pursue their D
unfortunate that a 74 ;
towards the end of the tour, to £
located during the study,

The orientation jols S very very difficult. In g strange
environment it fook at least 10 days to start to get the feeling of
the country, In this period I slept in 6 different beds and had
packed and unpacked so many times as well as maintaining a busy
schedule, and coping with a different idiom and so much that is
unusual to foreigners including the climate, I would like to sec in
future tours with something like a two o three day briefing seminar
to acquaint team members with the bagic fundamentals of the society
system of government, education system, history and geography at +the
outset. This would make much of the remsinder of +he study
infinitely more meaningful,

The travel in the bus could not have been bettered. Too high a
praise canhnot be offered for this principle and the team members are
indebted to Past District Governor Bert Callerd of Leavenwouth for
the supply of the bus. The light airplane tours Worz also invaluable
in relating oncself to Geography, ecology and environment,

It seems that thore is a need to meet more people apart from
Rotarians., In Kanses of all the RotariansT met I only met two who
professed to being Democrats 2gainst the hundreds of Republicans,
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This kind of example emphasises that Rotarians tend to be
homagenous in character, age and background. They do not
epitomize the community, state notion. fTnere is a strong
need to meet more pcople of the late twentles apnd thirties age
group few of whom are in Rotary. The few people we met of
different ages and backgrounds and income levels had different
values and morc to many Rotaricnse. The Rotarians represented
the cream and not a true samplee

People tend 1o wont to show guests only the best. Ve
gtayed largely with the upper 10% of the population in

income leovels, saw meinly  +the best farms, the best factories

and the BEST achools. It was hard to ¢et a truely representative
picture and it was only after telking to several people and
questioning them on the subject we were able to draw doubtful
conclusion of the TRUE (?2) picture.

We sow too many of same things and not enough of others
For example we sawW sevoral factories; throe hog farm tours
were scheduled but not @ tolk on the lew enforcement system
with 2 policemon or & gheriff, anl no schoduled visit to ah
clementary school and yet visits werc ccheduled to T colleges
and universitiese Thess are 2 few protlems to be resolved.

The Bogic Study Plan we roceived prior to leaving was
exceptionally comprchensive but we did not see 2ll the itoms
which were programmed 1R that excellent document. Some
notable onissions I would have liked tc nave seen included
were sonething covering the role of the Federal Governments
all levcls of cducation including kindergarten and teacher
training and a lot more on theSocial Services, Health Services
and Transportation. The itinerary presented to us on arrival
was a very comprehensive plan deserving of the highest praise
put if all the itenms enunerated in the Basic Study Flen could
nave been incorporated 1t would have been an infinitely
better ltinerarys

Finally I believe jt is vitel to be able to evaluate your
study findings by comparing notes with unrelated peorle
outside the district. I spent 1C days in Washington and was
able to hear comments 1ike "Kanse3 is the heart of the
congervative mid west'.



S in these Tespectseass and "Kansas
tudents gradunting from college in the
es"s A1l of those things help to give the study less
bias and & more accurate conclusion.
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't consider brief stopovers outside the
ferably under the auspices of

1ity and assistance given by

k in San Francisco ang local Rotarians

grecting does make the trip more

]

The study plan
district of the Groug
Roteriang, The greetiy
District Governor Bob
weswonderful, Thig t
neahingful ang comvlements plcture of the district being studied,
I suggest that Rotary might include it 1ip the plan because I don't
believe that Tinancial regources of epplicants should be a criterion
in selecting teonm Qembers.  The cost of postage and keeping
photographic og well as other records ig considerables but extending
the tour to other zreag can increase the cost rapidly without local
guides and hosts, Bxpericnce hag shown that the conmtacts with
Rotarians can open more doors than any other contact,and Rotarians
arc enthusiastic to bhe hosts,
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THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

e

Te saw only a certain Section of the beople. We net neone of -
the poor, no unenployed people, few negroes and ”underprivileged
groups", Ve gaw g lot of factories, installations, schools and
facilities but it ig people who nake things neaningful,

People are vestly different individually. People are ag
individunls different +o people collectively, The Anercian people
&s individuals, ag we Tound then, were varm and friendlys +the nost
hospitable ang generous people anyone could meet., They are
embarrassed or insulted if & person attempts to reach for his wallet,
They are well informed and well educnted, They work harder than the
average or equivalent Australian, The Americans are tireless when
applying themselves to any project nentally or physically.

The Amecricansg collectively scemed t0 be breoccupied with
their internal national problems of civil rights, student dissidence,
the draft ang the racinl question,
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This appeared to be at the exclusion cf interest in external
affairs and interncticnal evente. Newspapers carried very
little news about Europe, Asia, Africe or even Southern
Admerica. Onc.wonders whether t}o nation may not be too
intrespective.

The indulgont diets, the labour saving gadgeting and
the cpplication of huge resources of mechanical ehergy have
produced a nation of people with a calorie problem. Perhaps
because of climate or commercializationgthere is remarkably
little widespread participation in outdoor sports which tend
1o’ require more exertion then billiards, The increasing
popularity of jogging wes not epprociably altering the
complexion of National fitness.

The fetish with guns, the populerity of hunting and the
complex lews which protect the innocent and free the guilty
seemed t0 suggest violence on o ™uch Ligher scole than we hed
imegineds The Crime rate secncd exceptionally high and the
road accident rate was almost dcuble that of Queensland.

It is herd %o generalize about Amcricans. They are not as
uhited as the nome of their courtry suggests., Americans always
identify themselves with their home state first. A person moy
8till be a Texan after he has spent 50 years in Maine and vice
versa. The state identity of o person will also yield much
information cbout their personality and attitudes to various
questions.

The diversity and dichotory betwoen the welfare of the
different racial groups adds to tho problem of generalising.

There are 200 million people and it is not really prudent to
try to categorise the whole lot.

FRRRERE XK ERH*

THE STANDARD OF LIVIKG

It is hard to generalize boczuse we saw only the best, by
and large and thore are wide veriations of standards in Australia.
There are even wider variations of standerds in U.S.A.
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and automatic washing
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ves larger than the equivalent Australian would

with two bathrooms, two cars, more gadgets

machine, clothes drier, dishwasher and centra

oning. Thesc are
have,

Housckeeping scens to be easicr in U.g
into the house and 80 much packaged food wven prepared. American women
consequehtly have more licsure tine and thi

proportion of working

Saleries and wages a
cquivalents, The cost of F

Food costs are almost
although running costs
where a high labour oc

income then is largely absorbed by highe
acquiring more items which Austra

wives,

comr

luxuries which nost Australian

U.S.4. with less dust coming
v

this may cxplain the higher

Te normally twice those of the Australian
ood though is not twice that of Australions.
rable es were the prices of automobile%

N
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items arc conporable but

edéoosts skyrecket, The oxtra

T scale of taxation and

lians regard as luxuries, Americans

in spite of 2ll live very welly and the standard of living of most
dmericans would bo envied by most Australians.

ERKEREHAREREK

THE ANERICAN WAY OF LIFE

The Amecrican viey
example the Americans
ot least much better ¢

of life was quite

distinetly different. For

scem to be more religious than Australians or

hurchgoers, This

epplies more to the top men

in industry ang commerce. The standards of the churches are also
better than Austrolians architecturally.

Amcricans tond o
but they eat out a lot
is testimony to this,

American pcople g
most extend their cred
as for as they can.
tremendously popular,
rates were found to be

live 2 lot more i
mere than Austral

1so tend to have b
it,which is libera
Credit is a way of
Credit is over lo
generally higher,

ndoors which ig understandable
ians, The number of restaurants

ig esccumulations of debtg and
11y available over long terms,
life with credit cards being
hger terms jbut the intercst
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The Americons arc great sports spectotors but

perticipation in sport is reletively low. The Americons

eat basically the same foods tut propoare thom differently
and certainly eat them differently. Char coal brailed steak,
decp fried chicken, poncakes oud syrup, hot breakfast sweet
ro 1s and the inevitoble salad as = side dish were popular
items on every menu rercly found in Austrolia.

Anericans drink less thon Austrelions. Nowhere could
anything comperable be found with cur Aus ff“lTW, "Pubs" and

the huge expansive drinking bers. The drinking habits are

puch nore oOQLlSvlCuted. Almost no rum, little beer relatively
and at least in Kensas little wine ore consumed. Bourbon is
preferred to SCﬁuCh Whlﬁbg 21lthough ve received due defercnce
in the aveilesbility of Scotch to Australians.

The Americons clothing is similer although women and
girls would woar dresscs at least ovo inches longer than their
Auvstralian eQUqulentS.

g styles vary in the U.S8. from region to region.
thiough is not faor 1115r to Australians,

1
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The boscmch

Americans are so ogen and friendly, it could not fail

ess us that we had had lunch with Generals, Judges and
nally met leading figurces including the Governor. The
icops are renarkebly frae of protocol and "sitondoffishness™
which appozrs to be peculicr to certrin professions and ranks
in Australias. There is cortxlnly gocial status involved but
class consciousncss is not 2s scnsitive and aloofness or
remoteness is a sin. The middle class apoarently includes
everyone not a Vanderbuilt, a Rockerieller, a Kennedy or a
Ford. Doctors are considersd middle cless., The thought of a
working cless does not appear to arise, It is certainly smaller
than tho Australian section.

-Income levels though in th> midcle class can range from
84,000 per annum to millions of dollers. It scems incongrous
that Australia where in 1965-67 less t an 3,500 people had
taxable incomes greater than $20,000 should have more class
consciousness than Americans anl so rany more protocol
obstacles in what appears tobe amore egalitarian societys
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The American woman does not seem to be as dominant in the society as
the picture painted by contemporary writers suggests., However it did scen
that women porticivated a lot mo of their husband than hes

re in activitics
been the case in Austrelia. The fewer exclusively "Hen only" institutions
and the difficulty each is exzperiencing in surviving seems resultant from
men's desire for women partici

FHEFRRHAKRK KR K%

GOVERITIEN
et AL

1 Constitution and states was not unusu=l *o

The system of a Federa
Austrelions becouse therce is so much uhlcb is comnon to both forms,
although the Presidenticl System is a gredtdiffercnce. Again due {0
wide press coverage there was nothing UHUSUul to us about the
Presidentiel systenm and the kindred Siate Governorships.

The grectest differchnce though that was noted was the "spoils system!
of rewarding political loyelty with potronoge in 2ll sorts of political
appointments. Fortunately though most levels of loccl government hove
now been able to divorce themsclves from party politics and 2lso the spoil
systéile This seems to have oided the growth of a different cadre of 10031

in the police force which is a
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government cfficials pax
Tunction of local goveramecnt.

We were privileged to sit in on a session of the state legislaturc,
The orocoddres were vastly different and would have dismayed an Australian
Speaker schooled in th ish syszun of 7"ZLImL iﬁflOXloip tradition. For
4

one thing we were 2b £ g
never be dope in an Lustralian Pa:
da

Yet despite the seemingly disorderly debatg one can see a more
democratic and flexible method of decision making. The tate legisleture
at lecast secmed to hove more power than the Australian State Parliaments,
Not only arc States constitutionally stronger but the legislature has a
more positive part to play without being plagucd by the'ascendancy of

Cabinct" as too often is noted in Australian parliaments. The power of
the Governor is great, particularly the power of patronage,but he is

infinitely less powerful than Cabinet is collectively.

The bureaucracy although small and well developed 2lso.secms very
subservient to the lcgisloture,and pays duc deference to it Perhaps it
is the "spoils system" which makes bureaucrats conscious of not over—
playing their roles
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Wie were pleased to meet the Governor and Deputy usvzr::f of
Kanses os well as mony legislatc:s. The s accessibility of po

mekers and their approachebility also upert from making gG’E
more personal 2lso ig a2pn 1ﬂpo;tcnt factor in cngendering and
nourishing the democracy which the Americans have to a-greater

degree than Australians. -

Loc2l Govervlsnt 1S bewildering ty the numbers of levels at
which it cxzists, ?0 xample apart frem city and e ountry government #
there is school di SbrlCES and in somc cases water districts 211
working on different gcographical arsces. Yot the numbers of fun
dolog ated to local government includec education, law enforcement
agricultural extension and the district courts. This
(1) aids decentraliszation
(20 edlds the democratic procosses by reducing more functio

the level whore the poople sec it and feel perbﬁrﬁiig
(3) 2ids community development by eliminating a large so
the population subject to transfor.

There are criticisms to be naade of the processes of g
Legislators were underpaid. This meart wedlth is a prequis
To be a politician political car->nigns for both primaries =
elections are expensive yot noliticizns receive only 825 e
day salary and %10 per sitting Chy oxpenses and only 2?5& D

month for the remainder of the year. This is be ing underps

nal
Australian ota lards let 2lone U.S. Since each 1991512;
be §1000 ver year out of pocket a person needs extensive pri
ncanse.

Legislation is limited to 100 days or less and this
hamper thc process of deliberation in legislative procss
The number of committocs though;and tle effective use ma
them,is useful and better than the Australian committee system,
but the inflexible number of sitting days of the session see
Wronge 1

The number o7 lawy cew o oo regislatiie oo to be wrong.
The leog?-latur~ ghoull %o woprer:ai-bive or 18- ~eupie yoo it
scers i b - wquieite in L 7lis b0 we & lawyor to qualify
foo cny major orllileal olflico. The rreponderance of lawyers is
so disp.opo™ fon e thot it & ellcw a reusreseuiative

cLLU.I'O.




§\»

oy

. 8l

Page 11,

resence of lobbyists wang o surprise ,but cgain it appears
to be very effective althevgh it wrs nlien to our JUSEr"llﬁn concepts.

Le cour’ 8 are the most dif Tercnt, The adveonced lcgal
cting innocents has not deterred lowlessnoss, The
i « The courts ¢ apparently in dis spensing
tficient deterreont.

There wos che foctor whlcﬁ 1qtfvgubd us.ond thet wes the
political inflexibils Cr porty allogiznces. As ﬁmnsus was Republican
so is Missouri Doﬁﬁc G espite o person's home state political
effiliations because of the futility of vca]nc for a Democrat in Kaonsas
oople became more interested i in the Rppuﬁllc“l primary elections.
Therc is therefore a tendu“uy for civic minded pcople to adopt the
politics of the Stote in op der to influence primaries. erheps this

is why we met an overwhelming breponderance of G.0.P. Roturians,

=t
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There are some incongruities thet cannot f2il to impress one The
Americans resist the machinations of ﬂnvnrnwﬂnt as far as they can.
Pelephone services nre run bj private ent e“v?lsc cheaper and more
e¥fectively thon Austrs rlia.  Private ente Tprisc assumes many roles
which in Austreliz are g ve*nﬂﬂntﬁl and publﬂc service prescrves.

Yot Americans submit 4o carrying I.D. ca ru89 being blood grouped
efcere marriage and kaving buildings"condemned" under urban renewal
programmes, This rcons the 1s andowners let build dings in downtown ares

deteriorate untill they arc eventually "resumedM by the government,
demolished and the 1and redevelopod, Thbro were other upusual

o’

cxamples such as thgse of wmericans tacitly accepting 1¢cencus for
evcrything which Austrolians would not accept,
HEXRKAREHRLRR

INDUSTRY AND RESEARCH.

Drawing comparisons on THJUSurV one cannot be but brief. The
cale of industry is mo vost it is staggering. The sophistication of
1naustrv ahd equipment was a 1 \Glutl@ﬂe Computers were used on a
cale we hadn't i in ever despite the sophistication of
1ndustry there are h Australia has something to offer.
This is particular

Industrial labour relations,

(DC)
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Three weeks ennual leave is a corcept not recognised until
cuployces have worked cnocugh yerrs for the one employer to qualify
for it. Long service lecave is e concept unlnown completely.
However very large employers lika Goodycar and General Motors had
some interesting concepis. Gooc year had increasing annual leeve
including 6 wecks annunl leave efter 30 years employment. General
Motors pay 90% of salary during layoffs. Fringe benefits cost
large employers approximately $1 per hour above the $3.50 = $4.00
per hour factory workers earn.

However overtime is not a universal concept, and industrial
disputos are more extensive than in Austrelia,despite the fact
that a much lower proportion of U.S. and Kensas workers belong to

T

Tradc Unions,and compulsor unionism in Kanses is banned b law,
5 {

The research which is undertaken by industry explains both

the wealth and the advanced tochnology of the U.S.4., Firms expend

millions of dellars on resenrch,nnd establishments like the Midwest
Insti

- o
Resecerch i

1]
Institute which undertekes research work on a contractual
basis, '

Untill Australian industry spends the same proportion of its
income on rescorch as U.S.4. industry it cannot be cxpected to
return the same results in total perfcimance and new technology.

Industrial research lends o now industries. Thercfors
-rescorch centres help stimulate industries adjacently. This
concept could be usefully applied in Queensland.

Agriculturc in the United States Goes not secmmerkedly
differcnt from Australian agriculture except for the extensiveness.
Kensas city 1500 miles from the oceans has a 42" inch reinfall on
rich black soil prairie and thore is heavy snow preventing
evaporation durine six months of the ycare. The result is a
rich and sbundant hr-vest.

Agricultuic is carried out cna an antensive scale across
this abundaiii coniinent and is o coniined to a narrow coastal
and sub-coasial area as happens in Australia,

KR EAHERSLRF %
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EDUCATION.. ;

Having completed an extensive report on the "Role of Adult
Education in Communi ty Development" for the Board of Adult Education
in Queensland it is not proposcd to rciterate everything again in
detail. However I might requote just some of ny findings,

"The purely subjective view gained and could not bo tested nor
confirmed was that the quality of formal education offered in the
U.S.4. is inferior to that in Queensland. Tt appears that the total
absehce of the cxamination system and the means to effectively enforce
discipline are two of the primary agpects contributing to the apparent
deterioration in the qQuality of formel education, There appears to be
a strong cass for reinforcing both discipline and the examination .
system in Australia to aveid the decline in standard and the attendant
problems of luoser discipline in schools, colleges and universities,
The problems of student and civil unrest appears to be rclated 4o both
discipline and to social questions which have been inadequately
resolved."”

"Despite the abovementioned qualifications education is more
availeble and docs resch a higher percentage of the population. A
much higher percentage of persons in the United States graduate from
High School than complete High Bchool in Queensland, The percentage
of persons attaining degrees is ten (10) times higher throughout the
U.S.A. then in Queenslaend. The Degree may not rete o direct equivalent
in Queensland but the volume of higher educated persons is no doubt
responsible for the tremendous development of technology and research
in the U.S.A." , ,
i

"The abbreviated training Schedu%&;for trades and certain vocations
and the weak apprenticeship system are compensated for by a well
degeloped system of vocational education from High School to Uhiversity.

The freedom of choice and the number of electives offered at all
levels of education u doubtedly allows persons to persevere and to
succeed because the flexibility of the system enables him to sclect
subjects best suited 4o hig aptitudes rather than teking a set course
which offers minimum flexibility ang alternatives,
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! HIGH SCHCOL PRO:L.

At et me say it wos e N
The School stage the ry-
thing ors. Bach Junior und
raig rly by selling liag They
decors yanesium by comple chesse
cloth Yft. high $to fit of
Fairy e true ond most i Alice
Through the Lookin " Each year's Junior Closs tries 1o
outdo ne g fious Junior Cless has done. Thig Prom, the
girls 2ll h mini skirts, amde on the same vottern for this

had matehing Jerkins; bow ties and particular
‘he boys wait ing ~arried the treys and th
tebles. of the Seniors. They did 21l this
just got wai+ed ona The girls wore elaborate
i ¢ tuxedo's and red cor-
evcrythin“ and even sent
rnation each to waer
kids could think of
ogreph eIy (hlo fee
izht and coloured floods,
end entrance to simulate
o & cave. Soeﬂcnos were a ione ahd prepared
Only the cless Heachers cctive wives and
Cid ad. SPQuChng

one event znd boys
type of
girls wei

]

3w 1 N aud wes actually
invit yea d Seni m at 16, hed son,
divorced now and 7ack a2t High School -~ to deancsa. T just coan't
got over 61vorce here in U.5. It is so common. I biawe young
marricges principally, but it eoppears that kids just have o
start deting at age 12, and if they haven't got dates they miss

nost community and social life, so the system is conducive to
*’toh mall 3 the ou;set. The system of pinning, ezch&ng—
i le and then, because
stantly, there 1s no
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The sum result is that the »eople of U.S.4A. are much more
cducated than Queenslanders. Ttoy ere better Qualified and better
suited to their chosen vocatione.,

I would like to eXpand further on education because T learnt
a lot but space precludes. However I fool that if Queensland can
make highor education less exclusive it will result in a better
educated socicty provided tha+ the current quality of education in %
Quecnsland is not depreciatod. '

The overall view of the administration by local school boards
is that they result in competitive stenderds and stable teacher
population. However they appear hindercd by local pressures and
by being reliant on local electors for finance to operate., The
question of maintaining a standard statewise is also harder to
maintein.

FRR AKX KA
T
YOUTH.

I would much prefer to raise my children in Australis than
in America. This is wherc the greatest difference between the
two societies lies,

The Youth of America have more freedom, less discipline and
fower challenges than Australians. They are not challenged by
examinetion. They are not chz2llenged ccononically., Parents
are indulgent. Even when a youth is werking he pays ho "board!
to his parents. He drives a cer from €8¢ 14 and will have
comncnced deting before that period. If a teenager has not
got a "steady" he or she 1s socially left out of it. Therefore
the deting is special prelude to 8oing steady, to being "pinnead",
The progression seems inevitablc leading to early marriage.

Sex ard playing with drugs arc a fow of the problems which
plague and bewills» 4hLs techagerg:, Dating in U.s. style is quite
diff. reut to Australian dating. 4 group of couples don't
socialize dancing vish cach others partner but they dance
cxclusively with tihcir date and guard thenm pessessively. The
confusion of youth presents a real problem. This may explain why
Youth is in rovolt. ' DR '

%*H*%**M*H




DECENTRALISATION,

Notes These are two articles writien on my return for the"Meryborough
Chronicle" and they were published on 15th 2nd 28th Moy, 1969.

T One of the most lasting impressions goined of the United States
is the exteny of the decentralization of its population,

admittedly Americo is plogued by greve problems of urbanisation
with the disproporticnate growth of cities. Howcver the growth citics
are cvenly distributed throughcut the nation both up and down each
- o’
U

and right through the contre.

After spending eight wecks in Konses it is not hard to apprecinte
why the United Stetes is the most powerful country in the World. If

the top of U.S. were loid oardr Australia it would cover approximately
the same area but Konses would lie over the region of Alice Springs
ad the heart of the continent.

& population of 2,250,000 which is larger than

Kansas hos
Queensiand's yet the largest city, Wichite, hes a population of less
han 300,000. This distribution of population throughout the State in

s
many smaller citics and towns results from & positive policy.of
decentralization initinted by Government and stimulated by ite.

TRALISATION OF GOVERIZIENT

In stark contrest 4o Queensland, where the headquarters of all
government agencics ond most government institutions are within a
50 mile radivs of Brisbane, in Kansas Governmont institutions are
distributed throughout the State.. There are 40 Colleges and
Universities in Kehnses but only one, Washburn University is in the
\ State capital of Topeka., The two largest Universitics Kansas
<~ University and Konsas State University are loecated at Lawrence and
Manhattan respectively, Lawrence's 30,000 population is a direct
result of the University with a 17,000 enrolment and Manhattan with
a 24,000 population plus 13,000 students is also another College
~ Town whose major industry is education and rescarch,

il

The State Jail is located at Lansing near Leavenworth and
provides further employment and income for that comnunity.
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Bven the State Mental Hospital is located at the small town of
Osawatomic (Population 4;700) ard The School Ffor the Deaf is at
Olathe (polulation 14,000§ The Kenses Stave Tenchers College is
at Emparia and swells that city's 19,000 population by 9,000 and

Stat vtion prevents ”ov*noh banking" and although thi
results 1 oliferation of finnoncial institutions it also
results 1 e work of the kank being ecerried on ik its home
territory a big State office branch. Police likewise arc

responsible to local government and this climinates a huge Sta

Hoodquarters. Schools are controlled by school boards which are

autonomous in cach district. Bven the judicial system is oriented
towards the country thus eliminoting the hnecessity for o large

deporitnent in tte State capital. Agricultural eztension is

directed lonhattan by ths University exiension and carried
into the fl“7Q bJ county - Ageants who are county - employees.

As o consequence of thess policiecs the State Capital ot
Topoka hos fow tate Public Scrvonts and each city has a .
propertionate .igher number.

This locol cnclovnq t 0? bwu,crsg teachers, police,
agricultural P6v1sers "ficers results in a better,
happier comnm e where nocne of tie population is subject
to trensfer Tor promotion. As 2 result there is o fuller
participation in community life by all citizens who regerd
themselves as belonging. Transfoer is ¢ concept unknown in
this spherce.

The United States hes g similar system of Federﬁl
Governnent to Au- 1o but the Federel Go
decentralisces its oo yroice gl L nessi

Agein in controst te Q““QHC'EWV; i
Wacol, Eno gcﬂ:i? Amberley, Greenclopes Reos
contributing to the nmushrooming of the Bri

decentrolisetion .o aidet and 2boed

f:l*
gd‘
Ty
~i




Ry, ket

Page 17.

The Stoff and General Command School, the nation's top
institution which a1] officers above the rank of Lieutcnant Colonel
must attend to gain promctiongis located at Fort Leavenworth, an

[
historic defence installation with over 9,000 militery personcl on
post. Thig together with the Leavenworth Federal B nitenticry apg
the U.S, Arny Disciplin&ry barracks is a tremendous stimului and
enployer for Leavenworthts civilian populntion of 27,000,

Junction City with a population of 17,000 is largely dependant
on nearby Fort Riley to nourish its commerce and its industry., Fori
Riley is HeQ. for 24th InTentry Division cnd has 19,000 men oh post,.
The Forbes Air Force Base outside Topeko and the HeConnell Air Force
Base at Wichita are both furthor large defence installations which
Stimulate civilian industry. Wichita is the "iir capital of the
World" and hos o large aireraft manufacturing industry including
the cessna and Beccheraft plants loented there. Bven the Nevy hes
an installation in Kensas, Thig is the FNoval fir Base at Olathe
which pays ¢4 400,000 annuelly to its civilian employees, : - % -
The Coast Cuard Stotion &% At8hison for patrolling the Missouri River
brings thot scrvice also to Kansas,

The U.s. Army Corps of Engincers designs and constructs all the
major water storages in the Stafs and there is in Kansas alone,alreads
15 lakes the size of Barumba or Wuruma Dams or largez;with st1ill gore
under construotiongand these are for flood control and recreation
only. The use of river novigntion ahd the strategic importance of
the inland waterways for notional defencg have been recognised by the
Federal Government in assigning the Corps of Engineecrs to all of this
work., Every city has some planned flood controel meesurcs and all
are geared to cope yith other natural di sastors including the
prevolent hornsdoes,

The PFedernl Government further has decentralizea its agencics
by placing its Foederal Aviation Authority Traffic Control Centre ot
Olathe, This multi million dollar installation controls air traffic
in a 400 mile radius,ond aploys many highly qualificd men.  The
Federal Government is also plenning to builg the Mid Continental
Alrport to be the largest airport in the world jin Kansag but it will
not be in or nesr o large city but 30 miles out of Konses City,
Kanses and it will stimulate new industries,
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The Federal Government als> ]
Wadswerth. This 724 bed hospitil hag ove
on the stoff and a $10,000,000 budgot, Tk
in a lerge urben complex but rether in a o]
setting overlooking the Missouri River,
The Federal . Government is involved in
decentralisati
Springs huge Federal investment in 2 commu
has rcsulted in the esteblishment of o kug
allied industries in close proximity. Sim

has a ler
Iy

ge Veterans Hospital
1000 employees

is not nlaced
eaceful rural

all forms of

ion. For exemple in the nearby city of Colorado

hications oentre,
¢ electronics and
ilar cases ca

be cited 211 over the couhtry side of Fodoral projects

stimulating new allied industries to locat
Likewise Federal projects sometimes locate
a project which interests hem. The estab
N.A.S.4. contre at Lawrence is o dircct rc
in reder communication being carricd on at
and by the Centre for Roscarch in Enginecr

Ltchison though is a model Federal Pr

e in the vicinity.
where therec is
lishment of a new
sult of remearch
Kensas University
ing Scicnce.

oject. The Defence

Department maintains a huge 65 acre underground storage
instellation. Hore is stored o vast quontity of equipment
(8200 million worth) such as lathes which can help rebuild

and reconstruct, if the country werc devested by attnck,

enterprise mainining this focility, However the nachinery
cah be used by private contractors tendering on defence

projects and allowance is made for the. use

of the up %o dote

eQuipment whan.entering the tonder big, This utilizes the
machinery in storage and allows gmal] firms with limited

capital assets to entor bids on government

contracts,

Privat

&
<

e
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are probably not well rccognised.
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B DECENTRALISATION.,

e

Government policies offect decentralisation in scveral v weys which
Deliberate planning begins very carlye.

privileged to spend two hours with the Director of the Kensas
Dev eiOﬁ;unt Commission = Mr. Jack Lacy, to discover what

: being undertaken to a2id and accelerate decentralisation and
lustrialisation. Knnsas hos nine econcnists employed in

ck Lacy s office planning ahead for the future development.

~teh real development to the plan.

:_J
5
v‘;‘
UQ

job tLen_ai to

Having estoblished a plan,after a lot of economic ond sccial
2 ¥ ]

researchythe Eccnomic Development Commissicn then uutlvelJ vasses
for both government and private enterprise to fit in with tLe plun.

Basically the plen rovolves around stated "growth centres!" in
various regions of the state., These are rogions which arc moking
growth irrespective of outside assistance, However the plan is
to combine government resources and industry to stimulate the ‘
ability to grow.

growth of centres which have shown they have the
reagsuring to see that whilst

I saw the master DWUM,uhd it wes
every town cahnot be stimula 2ted, the distribution of "growth centrcs"
5

is fairly distributed throughout Kansos Every city with a

population of 10,000 or more is likely tn have a full time
Secretary of the Chamber of Commcrce warhlng to attract new
industriecs,. These Chambers of Commerce are well supported

fingneially,and can afford to launch extensive promotionss.

The Economic Deveclopment Commission works congolntly with the
local Ciam ber of Commerce to positively locate new incdustry in

growth areas.

Electricity and power costs are an a uniform scole throug
the State of Kansas for 1ndustr1a1 ahd commercial purposes. This
meant plants in the large cities had no adva niege in power and fuel

costs, over plants located in Smullur centres.




There is naturally = freigkt barrier which could
be a deterrent to investmeat in the country but;this
was more than offset by wlt employers repectedly
referred to a2s "The bettor Quality of labour" in rural

a

Freight is 211 handled by vrivate enterprise and
there are no freight concessions which specifically &id
larger contres. Government does not interfere other than
to plan highwoy develcpment’which has a tremendous
stimulus on location of industry.

The evidence of industry spr ading along the
frecweys ond interstnte hizhwoys was agtounding. The
rate a2t which land adjocent to fhcszhighways‘appreciatedy

was testimony to the value of troansportation,

JIndustrialists constently roferred +o distance in
timces Topeka to Kansas City, o distance of 70 miles,qu
more often quoted as one hour in driving time. Thig is
part of the Interstote Highway 70 which runs 900 miles
nhon-stop without a slow dewn or stop sign. This 4 lane
highway hos 2 minimum speed of 40 miles per hour and a
maxinum of T5,2nd there are no treffic intersections. As
a result troftic speeds . through citics ond road hauliers
have quick turn arounds.

Onc Topcka Ffirm had three complete scmi-trailor
loads of goods picked up in Kanses City and delivered at
its Topeka plant and unlonded cvery 8 hour shift, This
fast turn orcund ang Super highwey system encourages firms
to move out,

Telephone and postal services provide further
incentives for firns to loeate further out in ths country,
Locel service areas of frec telephone calls are quite
extensive and even the furthe g long distance call from
Kensas City 4o either coast = 2o distance of 1500 miles wa
only 8U.S. 1.10 at peak reriods for 3 minutes or $U.S. 0.85
in off pesk times.
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Rail freights seemed to be comparable with Quecnsland. Kansas
is the home of the dy Coal CCﬁDwnJ and freight on 4,000 tons
of coal per day for a dlStEFCG of 120 nmilecs is ;U S. 2. OO per
teche This coal is 911 to be used by o new Power Station ot
Lawrence ,Which will generate 430,000 Kilowatts,which is olmost
equal to Quecnslonds HHHUPI power consumption in 1966-67, and
this will supply less than onc quarter of Kensos! total power
requirenents,

This was ovidence that power stations operating on coal
need nct necessary be sited on the actual cocalficld,

Lir Transportotion is pleying an increosingly importen
ro 1 in industry. One firm in Colorado man .¢uctur1ng plstcﬁ
ings locnted itself on the end of a large airstrip. This
means an aeroplonce con taxi up to a oading bay and load the
entire deys products and fly it over 1000 miles to Detroit,the
centre of the sutomobile indus try.

All cities scemed to be ende ovouring to establish identities
for themselves in various industries. As a result Topeka
regarded itself as the mental heanlth capitnl of the world. In
the scveral institutions for the mentally 111 over 2,000 persons
were enployed 4 7rco*1J ond o further 4,000 people ;ndlfvculj in
helping pecple who came from all over the world both for
treatment and training, This cohncept of identifying communities
with certain industriecs sfrcquently results in allied industries,

also locating in cortaln centres,

Decentralisation in U.S. is not Just an accident, By
goveranent pollo aiding community promotional organisation
the regional citics are gr;w"ns. Industry is ncw trying
repentedly to move out of the huge urban sprawls,with 211 their
social and industrial ills,into attractive countvy areas with
acbetter quality of lnbcur and a better environment.
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The cohzestion, the pollution, the labour problems

and the highor Wwege structures Sf the city are
encouraging industry 4o move out. Hewever locating a-
new.industry with 500 howlenployees in a city of 20,000
beople is bound +to c2use dislocation of services,
Therefore industrialigts arc accutely conscious of
brevailing comnunity attitudes when they determine to

locate in.an area. Industrinligts will'invariably clect
which hag a "pogitive cttitude towards

to locate in ap area
change'; & greater toleration of temporary inconvenicheces
caused by something "

& small cigy",

*********Hv‘é—k’-

WEY I wWourp PREFER AUSTRALIA.

Given o choice betweeon Austnolia and the United
tates to 1ive in Iwould have littlc Lesitation in
&
U

«w -

teting my preforence for Avstrzlia,
Americs ig 2cgreat country ang hos many materisl
benefits to offor. The income leyels are kigher. The
living standard cre better and there arc many other
advantages to living in the U.S.4.

However there arc so meny social considerationg
which favour Lustralian livinz which T feel more than
offsct the physical considerations favcuring U.8.4,

It is not the racial conflict por civil unrest,
nor the over present ¢evidence of violsrce which
bersuades one to prefer Australia,

Climate conditions and the eonditions of social
welfare and the Vay of life are threc outstanding
reasohs.,

"as dynanic a3 a bhuge new industry in
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The extreme climote conditions I experienced in the
mid west demonstrated just how widesnread contrelled
environment is. Shops, offices, fCCuFrleg cars znd churches
21l are airconditicned in summer and hected in wint As a
result everybody lives indeors so much of the time.

Indoor living has three apparent side effeets not
goncrally recognised. The gen ral lock of space and outdoor
onv1ronmept together with indulgent dicts crecates s

nationwide problem of cbesity in the U.S.4. with its
attnndant heaelth bazerds. Amcricans are kecn sports fans
but few arce portic P,ntﬁ especinlly in active strenuous
gsports. The third o fect is the degree of intraspectivencss.
of Americnans. The lock of newspaper space ziven to foreign
affairs of any source compored with the volume of comment on
purely domestic situntions tends to epitomize the indoor
living of the people in the United States of America.

Coming from the most equitoble and desirable climate
in the world thesc obscrvoticns scemed more apparcnt and
contrasted a basic philosphy differcnce beitween the two
countrics.

In social welfare Australia scems to be further
advanced than U.S.A.. Our pension system, child ondowment,
baby bonus; free hos pluul sation and long scrvice leav
provisions were tctally unknown concepts in U.S.A. Our
medical benefits systen is infinitely superior to the
American Blue Oross Blde Shield System. Our provision for
automatic three weeks annual leove is another provision most
American employces did not seem to apprceciate,

Although the trade union movement is weak in U.S.A. there
are & greater percentage of man-hours of labour lost in
industrial disputes than in Australia becouse of the
absence of an industrial arbitration or conciliation
authority.
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Working conditiong in the United States of
Americe, Were in-many cages fuperiocr to what one would
expect in ﬁustralia, but they wore by no means standard,

We saw factories in U.3. which would not measure
up to the minimum Tequiremonts under which Australiap
employees would reasonably eXpect to work,

It was these wide extremes_be%ween the best ang
the worst that defy descriptiochn. 'The U.S. hag th
cemplete dichotomy of the very best and scme poor
cxemples but there is no ainimym Standerd such as a
"besie wege" or a M"meapg test", e o Tesult the ranges
ohe expericnces in wealth, ip working conditions ana in
all aspocts of living makos OnG awrre of the many
ihequalitiesg and injustices of the systom,

Nowhere are the eompariesng between the standards
of social welfare more contrs 3ting thap in the ficld of
health and medical welfare, Iospitalisation is a Tuxury
few can afford, Private roors cost from $30,00 per daoy,
There ig" little 1o ameliorate the €xXcessive costg of
hospitals and doctors although the Standerd of cabe
is usurpassed,

There isgvery weak systom of apprenticeship training
S0 as to be almost non-cxistant ip hany industries,
This creatos problens of training ang retraining
unskilled and semiskilled'workers in a nation which
Otherwise hag the most advanced technology in the
werld.

This adds further 1o the Droblems of therunemployment
which is four times higher than the Australisn Tate.

The system of crelit apg finance in U.S.A. has
many advantages, Credit iz go casy and so readily
available but Australiang e not ccnditioned to
accepting readily the concspt o>f 30 year olds having
debts, overdrafts ang hire purzhage committments
aggregating to two to three +ines tleir annual income.
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Neither ‘can Austrelinns accept easily a divorce rote
so high that on current trends almost half the morriages
contracted tadey will end in divorce. The divorece rote is
four times higher than Austroliats.

A
i)

Womon constitute over 30% of the total United States
work force. ‘Although the proporticn of morried women in the
Austrelion workforce is increasing, Australizns feel it is the
role of the mon to be the breadwinner entirely without aid
from his nuptinl partner. The ramifications of such a
substantial percentege of women working rcsults in the
crosion of tie feminine role apnd the nssertion of a
greater independonce and autonony by American women.

The pece of living is luxurious but hetic. Host homes
would expect to heve at loost two T.V. sets, auvtomatic
dishwasher, auitomatic washing machine and clothes dryoer,
two cars, two bathrooms 2nd threc telephene sets,

Comparing discipline and parental control over children
roesents a further contrast. Perhops to mc as a former full
ime youth worker and educationalist it polnted to the
fundemental difference in the +two societics, The liberty of
children, their lack of respect for elders, for discipline,
and their contempt for the established institutions and the
widespread licentiocus of youngsters and drug taking even
in Junior High School, both shocked nnd frightened j.e.

D
t

The lawlessness of the UkS. frightoned us. Crime in U.S.A.
is apparently nore highly organised and more widespread than.
we had previcusly imagined. Amercisn crime syndicatas are
big business peying big dividends. This again contrasts with
the Australian situation and efforgs should be spared in ensuring
orgenised crime is never cstablished "down uader" onh the
pattern and scale it is in U.S.A.

With the lawlessness comes the violence. Violence exists so
widely in the U.S. that it is a Tact of life taken for ghanted.
Police, security guards, both public and private, and 211 forms
of law enforcement officers wear guns openly. Although we hed no
first hand contact with violence we could sce samples everywherc.
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The Americons arc "oun happy". Boeca se hunting is g major

sport and because of 4he Anerican heritage of the Wilg West and
the Prohibition era most Americans toke pride in collecting an
arsenal of guns, revolvers ani rifles. Guas are frecly availabile
and too casily acquired, The peiice respond by carrying g
frightening_display of weaponry hoth on thomselves and in their
patrol cars. Police receive amuch treining in the use of clubs and
side arms and they proctise ragulerly. However I lecarmt . to my
astonishment that they receivs 1ittle (T no training in unarmeq
combat.

The Army and National guircsnen are given specific training in
riot contrecl, Rioting in vU.s, is on a much acre violent scale than
anything hitherto CXperienced in Austrelia, whore there are few
inadequately traincd persons to deel with these problems should
they arisc,

The dilenna provoked by the unrost ond civil disorder on the
compuses of colleges ond Universities ig bewildering 4o Australians
but more bewildering o Americans. The extent of the unrest is
uanerving, Here I bcliove Austr: lians should work to try to avert
the situation which is flourishinsy in CeSaits

the racial confilict bos Aiffaront implications in different
parts of the Uniged States. In sume arcas there is open discussion
of a violent and bloody confrontation. In geheral this seomed o ,
culminate fronm rogions where there is 2 lower percentage of negroes,
In WashinstonD.G. where there is o preponderance of negroes I couldnt't
help feeling that the Hegroes were over the hump and assimilation and
integrotion were accepted more gr&cefully;although it will be another
20 years nerhaps before the festering of 111-will ceases,

To summerise I can only s» that I liked U.S.4, very much But I
i

like Australis mere.  With the hatural resources Of Austrelia T believe

Australia can be as rich as U.3.A. However we shouid be learning
from the U.S.4., Ve should le=rn by both the mistokes the U.S.A. has
made and avoid compounding the error Lere. We also need to develop
a greater eﬁergy to work and lgcern the lessons of better technology
and rescarch rapidly if we are going to closé the 8ap between

the relative prosperity of the +two countries,
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JOHN SINCLAIR: John Sinclair is Organiser of Adult Education in Mary-
borough, Queensland being a native of that city. He covers a district of 2,000
square miles with a population of 140,000, arranging educational activities and
organising a variety of groups and clubs « John, 29,graduatcd from the Queens-
land Agriculture College in 1959 with a Diploma in Agriculture and became
organiser of Rural Youth Clubs. He travelled throughout Queensland extensively
during his 7 years with Rural Youth, becoming actively involved with Leader-
ship training, community development and sociological studies, and informal
education. He organised Queensland’s first Rural Youth State Fair at Hervey
Bay in 1966 * During this time he pursued a University Degree in Economics
and is now well advanced towards that goal having completed all studies as
an external, part time student * John is married with two sons aged 5 and 3.
He likes gardening and farming as hobbies. He enjoys sport, particularly bush
walking and fishing and squash and is a keen naturalist and student of all
aspects of Australiana. He is Secretary of the Maryborough Branch of the
Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland ¢ Active in all aspects of com-
munity affairs, he is prominent in Rostrum—Men’s Public Speaking Club,
Show Society, Community Development Planning Group, Masonic Lodge, the
Australian Country Party, Creative Writers Group and Rural Youth. He holds
executive positions in each of these organisations.
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Postal Address: 50 QUEEN STREET, MARYBOROUGH, QUEENSLAND




